
From the Head

An AEJMC Newsletter Addressing GLBTQQI Issues and Interests 

Volume 9, Issue 1

DIS[CURSE]IVEDIS[CURSE]IVE

I am Tien-Tsung Lee (I go by Tien) and am very 
honored to serve as the head of our interest 
group this year. Last August we had a very strong 
program in Washington, DC. Because most of us 
couldn’t attend every panel presentation, I have 
asked two panel organizers to write a short 
report on their sessions. 

Our officers have been busy working on next 
year’s panels. Vice-Head Tara Kachgal’s article 
below explains the planning progress and gives 
you a preview of next year’s exciting program.  

On August 6-9, 2014, AEJMC’s annual confer-
ence will be held in Montreal, Canada. Unless 
you are a Canadian citizen or resident, please 

apply for a passport as soon as possible. If you 
already have a passport, please check its expi-
ration date. It needs at least six months left on 
it before your departure. If you are an interna-
tional scholar, please find out if you need a visa 
to enter Canada. 

Please e-mail me at ttlee@ku.edu if you have 
suggestions about next year’s program or how 
this interest group can serve you better. 
Thank you.

Tien-Tsung Lee
University of Kansas
Head, GLBT Interest Group

mailto:ttlee%40ku.edu?subject=
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Notes on the DC Meeting and Update about Next Year’s 
Montreal Meeting
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Greetings, my fellow GLBT IG members. I trust 
that you had a lovely DC conference experi-
ence, full of interesting conversations with col-
leagues, students, and former or current class-
mates and professors; useful research insights 
pertinent to your scholarship and teaching, and 
some sight-seeing, too. I hope you were able to 
attend our members’ meeting and some of our 
GLBT sessions, too. At the members’ meeting, I 
was elected to serve as Vice-head and Program-
ming Chair, something that excites me. This 
comes after three years of serving as Profes-
sional Freedom & Responsibility (PF&R) chair. 
I find myself in good company: We have a fine 
group of mostly incoming officers. They have 
worked closely with our Head, Tien-Tsung Lee, 
and me in the past few months to solicit and 
develop proposals for next year’s meeting. As 
I will discuss below, you can look forward to a 
full slate of great GLBT-related programming at 
next year’s conference in Montreal.

Even before the DC conference officially 
ended, we had hit the ground running with ef-
forts to get programming in place for the Mon-
treal meeting. At the Council of Divisions meet-
ing in August, Tien and I were able to meet 
heads and vice-heads from other groups and 
begin preliminary discussions about possible 
panels. You might recall the emails I sent out 
starting in August to solicit members’ ideas for 
programming. The early start was due, in large 
part, to earlier deadlines and other changes to 
the programming process made by AEJMC (i.e., 
the move away from having the chip auction 
take place at the mid-winter meeting to having 
it take place online).

Since the DC meeting, the officers and I have 
worked in conjunction with our GLBT IG mem-
bers and the members and officers of other 
groups to further develop proposal ideas into 
full-fledged proposals (e.g., writing descrip-
tions, soliciting and confirming panelists, and 
finalizing arrangements with other groups to 
serve as co-sponsors). Although we program 
some sole-sponsored sessions (our refereed re-
search panel, for example), we strive to ‘go in’ 
with other groups in programming sessions. 
As an IG, we receive three chips from AEJMC. A 
panel, be it research, teaching, or PF&R, ‘costs’ 
one full chip. For this reason, it becomes imper-
ative to partner with other groups so that we 
can program a full roster (typically, 5-6) of ses-
sions. Doing so also pays dividends in terms of 
providing inclusive programming that appeals 
to many people and interests.

The IG submitted 7 joint-sponsored proposals 
to AEJMC in mid-October. AEJMC then compiled 
other Division and IG submissions into a mas-
ter list for programming chairs to review and 
make final decisions about which panels to put 
forward. We had the opportunity at this time to 
review others groups’ submissions and seek to 
partner with them and they with us. The deci-
sion about which panel to finalize came down 
to a number of factors, including our desires 
to program pertinent programming for our 
membership, to address our three focal areas 
(research, teaching, and PF&R), and to have 
co-sponsored panels (so as to stretch our chips 
further). In the end, we were able to go forward 
with five panels (six, if you count an intriguing 
panel on the Russian Olympics controversy that 
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we developed in partnership with Cultural & 
Critical Studies but which will be officially 
sponsored by Cultural & Critical Studies and 
Sports IG, with me on board as moderator and 
as one of the panelists). These panels are:

• Our refereed research panel and Scholar-to-
Scholar session featuring our top papers;

• “Ethics and Objectivity in Covering Your Own 
Community” (PF&R), proposed by Andrew 
Stoner that we are sponsoring in conjunction 
with MAC;

• “So You Said You Wanted a Job: How Should 
Doctoral Students Prepare Themselves for the 
Job Market” (PF&R), proposed by Tien-Tsung 
Lee that we are co-sponsoring with Graduate 
Education IG;

• “Exploring Cutting-Edge Methods for Re-
searching Gender & Sexuality in Mass Commu-
nication” (Research), proposed by Katie Place 
that we are co-sponsoring with CSW; and 

• “Teaching Diversity in Strategic Communica-
tion: Examining the Changing Landscape for 
Media Educators” (Teaching), proposed by  
Erica Ciszek that we are sole-sponsoring. 

It will take a couple of more months for the 
AEJMC staff and Council of Divisions officers 
to prepare the conference program and make 
scheduling decisions. 

I’m very excited about the programs we have in 
place for next August. It truly has been gratify-
ing to work with colleagues who are interested 
in our work and want to contribute to making 
the convention interesting, inclusive, and per-
tinent. If you have not been active as an officer 
in the IG before, I definitely encourage you to 
consider it – both because it is so rewarding 
and because your efforts make the convention 
happen. 

Tara Kachgal
University of Wisconsin-Superior
Vice-head, GLBT Interest Group
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GLBT Interest Group Call for Research Papers: AEJMC 2014 
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The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Interest Group of AEJMC seeks submissions of 
original research on any topic specifically 
related to sexual orientation and mass commu-
nication for the 2014 AEJMC conference. Both 
faculty and students are invited to submit their 
work. Papers employing all methods of inquiry 
and research methods are invited. 

In previous conferences, paper topics have 
ranged from a quantitative content analysis of 
newspaper coverage of same-sex marriage to a 
critical/cultural analysis of the use of gay-vague 
images in advertising. We especially welcome 
papers dealing with current topics such as 
cyber bullying, attitudes in professional sports, 
hate speech legislation, workplace protections 
like ENDA, social media activism, marriage 
equality, anti-gay laws in Russia, representa-
tions of GLBT on TV, life after DADT, and gay 
youth suicides. 

Paper submissions must comply with the 
AEJMC uniform paper call. In addition, papers 
may not be longer than 25 pages, excluding 
tables, figures and references.

Top Student Paper Award: The GLBT Interest 
Group encourages graduate student 
submissions in its Top Student Paper competi-
tion. To be considered for the competition, pa-
pers must be wholly the work of students. The 
author(s) of the top student paper will receive 
a $200 award and a certificate.

Top Faculty Paper Award: The top faculty paper 
submitted to the GLBT Interest Group will also 
receive an award. Papers written solely by 
faculty member, or papers co-authored by 
faculty members and students, are eligible. The 
author(s) of the top faculty paper will receive a 
$200 award and a certificate.

Questions regarding submissions should be 
sent to the GLBT Interest Group research chair, 
Lori Blachford, at lori.blachford@drake.edu.

mailto:lori.blachford%40drake.edu?subject=
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Wilson Talks about Writing an Honest Life 

DIS[CURSE]IVEDIS[CURSE]IVE

By Lori Blachford, the Peggy Fisher and Larry 
Stelter Chair of Magazine Journalism at Drake 
University

One of the highlights of the annual AEJMC 
Convention is hearing from local journalists. 
During this year’s gathering in Washington, 
that meant a chance to meet Craig Wilson, who 
retired in May of this year after more than 16 

years as a columnist for USA Today. 

Wilson spoke during a special panel session 
sponsored by the GLBT Interest Group and the 
E.T. Meredith Center for Magazine Studies at 
Drake University. 

His Final Word column was published each 
Wednesday, usually on the front page of the 

Craig Wilson’s talk on Aug. 9, 2013. Photo by Tien Lee.
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newspaper’s Lifestyle section. He referred to his 
musings as “a slice of life.” Topics ranged from 
holiday traditions and clotheslines in summer 
to the sound of a screen door slamming and his 
much-loved dog, Maggie. He also, from time to 
time, wrote about his longtime life partner (and 
now husband), Jack.  

During the panel session, Wilson shared some 
of the confusion that developed among readers 
when he referred to Jack as his partner. Many 
assumed Jack must be a business partner. 
Wilson’s editor suggested he refer to Jack as his 
“special friend.” That drew a big laugh from the 
audience. Wilson reenacted his response to his 
editor with hands on hips and an expression 
that was a mix of pain and pity: “Uh … no.” 

As readers learned more about Wilson through 
his weekly mini-missives (column length was 
around 400 words) both negative and positive 
reactions followed. The number of negative 
notes dwindled through the years. The positive 
grew more powerful. 

Wilson shared a letter from Becky in Oklahoma 
whose son came out to her as gay. She didn’t 
take it well. As a regular reader of the Final 
Word, Becky told Wilson she had “grown to 
know you through your column.” The fact that 

he could live and write about such an honest life 
helped her come to grips with her son’s news. 
“You changed my life by living yours,” she wrote. 

He surprised some in the audience by saying he 
had never identified as a gay journalist. He was 
never a member of the NLGJA. He didn’t want to 
write only about gay issues, but when those 
issues became part of the national conversa-
tion, Wilson spoke out. 
He wrote about his own experiences of being 
bullied in school. When he and Jack were finally 
able to legally marry, Wilson wrote about that 
special day, too. 

In his final column this May, part of his goodbye 
read: “…some of you were offended by the fact 
I wrote so openly about my longtime partner, 
Jack. I have no regrets. It was my little contribu-
tion to the cause.”
What will retirement look like for Wilson? So 
far, he said, he’s enjoying the summer off. Fu-
ture projects could include another book (“It’s 
the Little Things: An Appreciation of Life’s 
Simple Pleasures” is a collection of his Final 
Word columns published in 2002) or maybe 
even teaching. He has been a popular 
instructor at Erma Bombeck and Will Rogers 
writers’ workshops. 
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In 2005, Larry Gross challenged communication 
scholars to (1) investigate how LGBT-focused 
media messages are formed and disseminated, 
(2) study change over time regarding LGBT 
visibility, (3) more closely examine LGBT 
identities, and (4) evaluate the LGBT voice in 
political discourse. This past summer, Ed 
Alwood, Rhonda Gibson, Natalie Tindall, 
Richard Waters, Dominic Lasorsa, and Dean 
Mundy gathered at AEJMC in Washington D.C., 
to reflect on Larry Gross’ call to action and 
discuss the progress we’ve made since 2005. 
In the GLBT Interest Group’s sponsored panel, 
“Where Have We Gone From There? Progress in 
GLBT Research Since 2005,” panelists offered 
various perspectives regarding the progress 
that’s been made in recent years, and the work 
that remains.

Rhonda Gibson explained, for example, how 
the scales used to measure attitudes toward 
homosexuality and the LGBT community have 
changed over time. Scales provide an important 
quantitative measure for mass communication 
research, and the change in the scales them-
selves reflects changes in attitudes and under-
standing of the LGBT individual. Gibson empha-
sized, however, that these scales must continue 
to develop, in order to better reflect current 
attitudes and measures.

Ed Alwood added a crucial historic context. 
Pulling from his conversations with early trail-
blazers in the gay movement and his research 
regarding the early movement’s pre and post-
Stonewall media environment, Alwood 
discussed the immense hurdles that early 
pioneers faced, the strategies they used to 

overcome those hurdles, and the importance of 
their work to today’s movement. Alwood also 
cautioned, however, that we’ve lost so much of 
that crucial history. His book, Straight News, 
was a major breakthrough for LGBT 
scholarship—profiling for the first time how 
media coverage of gay men changed during the 
second half of the 20th century.

Natalie Tindall and Richard Waters summa-
rized that LGBT research has gained much-
needed visibility in recent years. While some 
challenges remain, the research community has 
begun to see the value of the LGBT lens and how 
it informs mass communication scholarship 
broadly. An increasing number of mass 
communication academic journals are publish-
ing LGBT-focused articles. Moreover, Tindall 
and Waters just published the first textbook 
dedicated to LGBT issues in strategic commu-
nication (Coming out of the Closet: Exploring 
LGBT Issues in Strategic Communication with 
Theory and Research; Peter Lang Publishing, 
2013). They challenged us, however, to 
continue pushing the boundaries, and submit 
LGBT-focused research to top journals. While 
progress has been made, some resistance 
remains. It is up to the LGBT researchers, 
therefore, to push our works’ visibility.

Today, the opportunities for LGBT-focused 
scholarship are greater than ever. Although 
media tend to emphasize the quickening shift 
toward marriage equality in multiple states (16 
plus the District of Columbia at the time of this 
column), the LGBT community has made 
significant strides in a variety of policy areas 
beyond marriage. That said, despite recent 
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Our Invited Research Panel in August 2013 (continued)

New Text for Teaching LGBT Issues in Communication
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success, work remains for organizations in the 
LGBT movement, and LGBT individuals still face 
a largely uphill climb. Most states, for example, 
still lack fundamental protections in the form of 
hate crimes, safe schools, and non-discrimina-
tion legislation. Working with the media to help 
place those issues onto the public agenda—
beyond just the issue of marriage—raises a new 
set of 21st century challenges. Moreover, 
society is slowly beginning to hear the voice of 
the transgender community and to address the 
important—but often-overlooked—needs of 
the transgender individual.

Scholars interested in LGBT-focused research, 
therefore, have a unique opportunity as we head 
into 2014, and Larry Gross’ calls to action are as 
relevant today as they were in 2005. How has 
media coverage of LGBT issues changed during 
the last decade? How does society perceive the 
21st-century LGBT individual? How are 
individual identities within the LGBT commu-

nity portrayed? How will the 2014 and 2016 
political discourse reflect the LGBT voice? What 
communication strategies do advocates use 
today, given today’s greater resources and 
broader culture of acceptance? The operational 
context facing today’s LGBT community is vastly 
different from the context facing the pre-Stone-
wall pioneers, but the fundamental pursuits in 
the name of equality are the same. Given the 
strides made in the last decade, and the 
visibility of today’s LGBT community and 
recent LGBT research, there has never been a 
better time to reinforce to the broader mass 
communication academic community the 
benefit of the LGBT lens.
Call for submission 

Dean Mundy
Assistant Professor, Department of Communi-
cation, Appalachian State University

Coming out of the Closet: Exploring LGBT 
Issues in Strategic Communication with 
Theory and Research 

Tindall, Natalie T. J. / Waters, Richard D. (eds.)

New York, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am 
Main, Oxford, Wien, 2013. 280 pp. BN 978-1-
4331-1950-7 hb.  (Hardcover) 
ISBN 978-1-4331-1949-1 pb.  (Softcover) 
To request a review copy, visit 
http://www.peterlang.com

http://www.peterlang.com
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Journal of Communication Inquiry Special Issue Call for Papers:
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The Mediated Political and Cultural Battle Over 
LGBTQ Equality

   The Journal of Communication Inquiry invites 
submissions for the October 2014 theme issue, 
which will explore the mediated political and 
cultural battle over equality for lesbian, gay, 
bi-sexual, transgender, and questioning 
individuals.

     LGBTQ equality in recent years has often, but 
not exclusively, been discussed in the context of 
marriage equality and related domestic rights 
and privileges. Some U.S. states now recognize 
same-sex marriage, while others maintain 
constitutional amendments defining marriage 
as only for one man and one woman. At the 
federal level, the Supreme Court has struck 
down part of the Defense of Marriage Act and 
the current presidential administration has 
accelerated its efforts to recognize same-sex 
marriages. Globally, over a dozen countries 
recognize same-sex marriage. Other countries 
continue to criminalize the LGBTQ community, 
in some places with homosexuality still being 
punishable by death.

     The fight over LGBTQ equality is being waged 
in a variety of settings, from local community 

resolutions in support of (or against) 
LGBTQ equality to the international uproar over 
holding an Olympics in Russia, which 
recently passed a law against the “propaganda 
of non-traditional sexual relations.”

     In short, the fight over LGBTQ equality has 
matured into a defining human rights and 
political issue of contemporary global culture. 
While the particulars of each of these battles 
vary, a common thread is that the struggle is 
talked about and carried out through mediated 
communication.

     The Journal of Communication Inquiry is 
therefore inviting submission of works that 
examine these mediated discourses from a qual-
itative critical cultural perspective. The Journal 
welcomes scholarship that considers any form 
of mass media, including news, entertainment, 
politics, and online social networks. 

The deadline for submitting manuscripts is 
11:59 p.m. CST on February 17th, 2014.
Please refer to the JCI submission page (<http://
www.sagepub.com/journals/Journal200940/
manuscriptSubmission>) for more details on 
manuscript requirements. We look forward to 
receiving your submissions!

http://www.sagepub.com/journals/Journal200940/manuscriptSubmission
http://www.sagepub.com/journals/Journal200940/manuscriptSubmission
http://www.sagepub.com/journals/Journal200940/manuscriptSubmission
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Marriage between Dr. Carolyn Byerly (Howard 
University) and Dr. Kay McGraw (a federal 
employee) took place on September 21, 2013, at 
the Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Adelphi, Maryland. Rev. Diane Teichert 
officiated. The wedding, which legally blessed 
a 29-year relationship, was attended by more 
than 100 friends, family, and neighbors.

Kay McGraw (L.) and Carolyn Byerly (R.).  Photo by Sue Dorfman.
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Wan-Hsiu Sunny Tsai received tenure and 
promotion to associate professor at the 
University of Miami. Her research focus 
embraces multicultural marketing, interna-
tional advertising, gender representations, and 
minority issues in the American marketplace. 
Sunny has published articles on gay advertising 
and LGBT consumers in Journal of Advertising, 
Consumption Markets & Culture, and 
Advertising & Society Review. 

Brenda Wrigley is now an associate professor at 
Emerson College in Boston.
She started her new job this fall. Previously she 
had taught at Syracuse University’s
Newhouse School of Public Communications 
for nine years. Brenda teaches at Emerson in 
the Marketing Communication Department and 
conducts research on diversity and gender 
issues, as she has been during her entire 17-
year career in the academy. In addition, she has 
recently published a book chapter: Wrigley, B.J. 
(2013). Gaffes, glitches and gays: How organi-
zations respond to LGBT crises. In N. Tindall 
& R. Waters, (Eds.). Coming Out of the Closet: 
Exploring LGBT Issues in Strategic Communica-
tion with Theory and Research. New York: 
Peter Lang.

Dane S. Claussen, former Head of the GLBT 
Interest Group, for 2013-14 is Visiting Profes-
sor, School of International Journalism & Center 
for Global Public Opinion of China, Shanghai 
International Studies University. If you’re going 
to be in Shanghai, China, please let him know. 
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